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\yE READ every wck of our
aounty aDd disEict councils'
plans lo redwe coss ar th€v
;ruggle lo @pc with the
r€aliti$ of rhc rcc€$ion and

E3ch of us r€acrs diffcr€nily
d€p€nding on the s.niccs ee
Ely upon and ou Fnonal
.xpenenc€i raEly do we rhinl
about the prcblcn !s a wholc.

The lruth is that ourcouncils
are exp€.icd to d€liv€r mor.
than w..ar rfford. Y.tr affcr
y€d Sovemments havc placcd
Rsponsibilities on colncils

without treessarily both.ring to
wo* oul whether thcl m

At the sme nne ftere hae
been . drdnatic shift away
ftom locally .aisd ilxes lo
ccntral Sranls. Tle .trei has
b@n to concentrat€ Dow.r in
Whitehau a mate il v.ry
difficulr iorcouncik to enrare
effe.rivety w'rh rhel
comuniti€r about priorities
and th. I.d cost of loel

This Drobl€m is not helD€d
by lhe confusion within l&al
Sovcmm€nt sructuEs and a
lack of tnnsprrency ard
accounrabiliry. Take roads for
examDlc. Wcst Suss.,( CounN
Coudil ir r€sponsiblc fof 

'

roadr, pav.ments. cycling, road
signs and road safety. and or'-

Horsharn Distict Council
derls with off+irEet parking.

cleaning, ndeplates and toM
centre rnanageDenl. So we
iievnably havc duplication in
si2ffn8 and cosdy mechanisrns
for ccop€ration; and therE is
nobody ffcounlable d a whole

rcsf'onsibilily for busines
advic€ (whdtevc| thar meano
ed Horsham for aommic
devclopnent. West Susex
claitns conscrvation and ans
md heritagc. whilst th€ real
work is don€ by Horsharn. I

Apan ftom cosrly duplicario,
|herc &c also services which it
truth we could do witholl. Wlv
rof example should the eouncii
cut th€ 8ra$ vergss ouisidc our
hom.s? Bener. surely. ihat

respo$ibilily and lhe money
saved s speDl on communal

Th€ coucils them*lves
could b€ pruncd to save rnoney.
With cabinecsryie l@al
govemned does HoBhm still
ned 44 dislrict coutrciUon?
Would the quality of l@al
de.isn'n Daking sufier if thc
nDmh€. werc halved aDd moncv
saved sp€nt on seNices?

Ther there arc ou 27 Dmish
lnd ncishbourh(d and 

'

couDcih. They p€rforn a
cntral dc wnhin ihen
communni.s wi$ their finge$
on ine b.al.pulsc, delivering
serv'ces ano acnnS 4 a vo|ce

And, p€rhaps b€caus€ rhis is
lhe only l.v.l of gov€mmcnt
*here ther€ is a diMt li.k
tEiwecn cost and l@al taies,
lhey de remarkably @onomic

The district .ouncil could
devolve morc Gsponsibilities to
parishes which ould lhen

decide iheir oen prioriti€s and
how much they wer€ prcp&ed

It nposible ro malc \avings
wirh{ t  (uniDs sennA hur
only if wc ee prcp.red to f&e
radical changc- We should son
out once and for all wbich rier
of leal govemmetrt is ihe b€si
to d.liver which sewiccs and
elit i.ate all duplicarioni stop
p|ovidins Dic. ro have services
*hich rcsidents car p.ovide for
lhemselvesr and devolve mod

communities^ tue ou local
Ieaden up ibr mdical changc l

Thc Horl'ham Societ! is
cotlcncd tbout he past.

Wscnt and tuturc of thc town.
Mentr$hjp of ke Hofthan

S@iet! is oprn to antone who
shales Ih* cDrcms For nnrc

infomatin, visit thc wehite
|| 1x w. h 0 sh an $t i cty. otg ol

phtu0l4O3 261n5.
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