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MP FRANCIS Maude refered
to the Dost recent order by
centrar Sovernmenr that
Hoshan accofr nodarc 13,000
now houses by 2026 (Frucis
Footrcre, County Times
Ho6hdr edition July 3 I ).

The basis of lhis revised
tarset is uDlikcly evef to be
lullytxplained by those who
nade it io lhose who hale to

However. n would be usctul
to lDoP Hosham Distict
Council s own forecast ot
housing need lor the sne

This would prsumably
include affordable housing.
elderly pe6ons' speial needs,
single personi housinS,
potenlial bcdl economic
growth/decease and youig
people s lsllialions to buy a
propeny in lhcir own eea.

The diffe.ence belw@n this
fofccast and lhe Sovemnenl's
could give atr indication ofthe
ertent of narional f4tofs
ve6us reSional decisions (e8
Gatwick Airport expdsion)
and $e exp€cled irnpa.ct of
new families noling t0 rbe

Alier all. I l'.0(X) houses
represent an increased
population ofover 26,000 50
per.e otthe t.esenl
lolulalion of the buih-up area

Salisfying rhe ne€d for
affordable housin8 in Horshan
dirtrict calls for a review ofirs
financing. Il cannot be lefl to
the whin of the deleloper.

As things stand, the council
has to aplrove four honres for
sale in order to pay tbr onc
affordable hone and even thar
ratio is open lo negollalion

This puls lhe council unde.
pressure 10 permit ltu8er scale
developmcnts than it would
nomally consider ight ia. the
tuea in order to satisfy tbe
need for affordable hoDsing. Ir
is tihe to look.at better wlys
of financing afibrdable

Councih and.housing
ass@iations have boen lhc
respo.sible bodies for
pruvidin€ aftbrdlble housi._q
ior many yea.s and have
qorked togelher successlilly
in n@1in€ local needs.

Councils to6l a srep back
fron house building in the
1990s vhen lhe loans lhar they
needed io irnance the capilal
costs of bulldnA were
included jD thc Covernmenl s

roral public borowing and had
lo be reduced ro satisfy ag.eed
EU limits o. borcwing.

-Unlil then, council loans ro
build houses were raken u!
and rep.id in the sane way as
a modgage oler a set period.

ReslorinS the council's
ability to build could help in
putdng the luture of Ho6han
a litlle morc into its o{n

At rhe bcal lcvel. Ho6ham
would nol hare to app.ove
unwamnrediy hlgh levels or
development to eain ever
smaller numbe^ of afibrdable

It could rely on the housing
associat n\ backcd up by the
council to provide new homes.

It could also use irs exisling
planning powers lo cnsure that
new developnents p.ovide
affordable housirg and lhal $e
developments de of a size and

type th.t ee right ibr the
urbe and rural areas wilhin

Mr Maude proposes that thc
golernmenfs 'dillaf oi
housing developnenr should
cxplain how thc iniiastructure
woDld be pmvided. This is a

$'e urye ov coutcil tu press
fot tnorc flcxible fonns af

tioaoce tbt atl\ntable hausing
trd take.antious ltep. on

cx Btin 8 hou sjte dewlopnenl
propo sals pcrdj1 g cl tifi c anot

ot the poticiet of th. ncxt
goyetunenr. wn are ve. t tt

political canplexjon.
Menbe3hip of thc HoBhaD)

S@icty is open to antone ||ho
is @ncmed about tbe pasl,

yesent anrl titture of thc tow.
Yr.tit ll'e weitite

w*. horsh atn soc iety. ory or
phde0tl0l261905 jf yot

te inEesten in Sootl PltnnilS
tnddesigt for he buitt

eoflrnnnent 2nd open spaces.

Housing targets and affordable homes
by Roy
Bayliss

treasurer of
the Horsham

Soclety


